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Lookout for a New Outlook...

Dear brethren in Christ,

Once again a time of retrospection and thanksgiving is here with us as we
come to the close of one more year in our life. The 2011 is passing with
memories of an eventful year — memories of fear, memories of God'’s
providence and care and also that of packages of celestial joy and proud
moments.The land also suffered a time of unrest and trouble for a short time, which by the
grace of the Almighty could be made stable without much destruction and damage to the
communities. The wise and benevolent rulers of the Kingdom braved the challenges and we
are here for this Christmas only because of HIS Grace.

The month of December brings to us these thoughts:

December is the last month of the year.lt begins with a lent known as Advent fasting to
remind us to prepare our minds and lives to become the home for Jesus. Fasting is a life with
Him.'With Him'is He is with us: God with us is the experience of Immanuel.

It is the time to count the blessings from God and give thanks to Him. Jesus is the greatest
blessing. It reminds us that He is the reason for thanksgiving.December is a time to give gift,
because God sent His only begotten Son as a gift to the world to be the first Christmas gift.
As He is with us, let us become precious gifts to others. Jesus became a homeless for the
homeless. Let us now remember the poor and homeless.

The greatest wonder is that | am here to day. One does not know really whether one will be
there tomorrow to give! The time to give therefore is now.

While giving, we must uphold the manner of giving as advised by our Lord.One has to ensure
that the receiver does not feel humiliated, nor the giver feels proud by giving. Remember the
words of the Lord:"...unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven!” (St.Matt.5:20) and “... let not
your left hand know what your right hand does”” (St. Matt. 6:3) Charity without publicity and
fanfare is the highest form of charity.

After all, what we give never really belonged to us. It was with us only for a temporary period.
God expected us to handle it with an utmost trustworthy manner. How then, can one take
pride in giving away something which really did not belong to him or her? Give then with
grace and with a feeling of gratitude.

We may think that those who receive are subordinates. Let us own that feeling before God as
we receive every blessing and favour from Him. But God make us feel blessed, happy and
proud. Let us make others also feel the same when we share our benefits with them.

May this season of Christmas and New Year be a time to renew and refresh our thoughts with
a holier understanding and attitude towards our God and our brethren!

My family and me convey affectionate regards and good wishes of this Holy season and pray
God Almighty to grant the peace of the God Incarnate to all our members and families in the
coming year.

Glorified be HIS name for evermore.

jacobkoshyachen.
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Tribute to His Grace Job Mar Philoxenos

Metropolitan- Delhi Diocese
(8th May 1939- 20th Nov 2011)

His Grace was the second Bishop of the Delhi Diocese ever since it was formed in
1975. In 1993, because of kidney failure, he had to undergo kidney transplantation. Despite
his inclement health, on account of the operation, he performed his duties as Bishop of Delhi
in an efficient and able manner. Blessed with a melodious voice, his renditions of Orthodox
worship songs recorded in CDs and cassettes have been popularly received.

Born in an illustrious family, Thirumeni was the grand nephew of late H.H. Baselios
Mar Geevarghese II, the Catholicos of the Malankara Orthodox church. His Grace got his
primary education at St. John’s School, Mepral (Kerala), and PMV School, Peringara. At the
age of 16, he joined as a novice in “Mount Tabor Dayara” founded by His Grace Thoma Mar
Divanasios at Pathanapuram. He was ordained as a Deacon on May 26, 1956 by his grand
uncle, H.H. Baselios Mar Geevarghese Il himself. i

In 1962 he was ordained as a full deacon at Parumala and on May 11, 1972 as a priest. He continued with
his studies and acquired Masters degree in English Literature from St. Joseph’s College Trichy. In 1969, he was
appointed as a lecturer at St. Stephen’s college, Pathanapuram, administered by the Dayara. He steadily rose up in
ranks to head the Department of English and later became the Vice-Principal of the College.

This celebate priest was appointed as Vicar of St. John’s Orthodox Church, Mepral (Kerala) from 1974
onwards. On week days, he taught in College. Every Saturday he made it a habit to visit Mepral and conduct the Holy
Qurbana at his home parish. He stayed in a room specially constructed for him at Padinjarae Veetil. He took an active
interest in the welfare of his congregation.

In 1989, the Malankara Association elected him as a Bishop of the Church. He was then installed as a
Ramban on March 31, 1990 at St. Peters & St. Pauls Orthodox Church, Parumala. Consequently, he was ordained a
Bishop of the Malankara Orthodox Church (also known as Indian Orthodox Church) on April 30, 1991 at Parumala
Church. Delhi Diocese was his first assignment where he was appointed as Assistant Metropolitan. He took full charge
gz th1eggéocese after his predecessor Late His Grace Dr Paulos Mar Gregorios attained heavenly abode on November

He was elevated as Metropolitan on August 27, 2002 at Devalokam, Kottayam (Kerala) by Catholicos His
Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews Il. His Sundhroneeso (Enthronment) as metropolitan of Delhi
Diocese was held on December 29, 2002 at St Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral, Hauz Khas at Delhi.

His tenure as Metropolitan of Delhi Diocese witnessed a meteoric rise in the growth of the Church in
Northern India. The Church established many schools and hospitals during this time and five churches were opened
in the National Capital and its vicinity.

His most significant contribution was to make the memory of his predecessor H.G Paulos Mar Gregorios
immortal by organizing the Paulos Mar Gregorios Memorial Award. The recipients of the award have been eminent
national and international personalities including His Holiness Dalai Lama, social activist Baba Amte, Father of White
revolution V Kurien, Arya Vaidya Shala Kottakal founder PK Warrier, and statesman Karan Singh.

Thirumeni gave lead and mentorship to the Shantigram Social Service Project in District Mandavar,

Haryana where the Church has established a school and medical clinic. Recently, under his guidance a self-help
group for the womenfolk of Mandavar village was inaugurated by Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit at a grand function
organized at Thyagraja Stadium early this year.
Giving wings to the dream of Late H.G. Paulos Mar Gregorios, he started construction of a Retreat Centre at Aravalli
Hills in District Sohna, Haryana, which now is popularly known as Shanti Giri Ashram. The first medical mission of the
Orthodox Church in the heart of the Capital was established at Aaya Nagar on April 2, 2001 under Thirumeni’'s
leadership.

Thirumeni was a revolutionary in many aspects and this was evident from several decisions he took during
his tenure. His vision to cater to the needs of the outside Kerala youngsters and families led him to give shape to the
Indian Orthodox Diaspora Movement, which later emerged as a full-fledged spiritual organization, besides the Sunday
School, MGOCSM, Martha Mariam Samajam, AMOSS and Orthodox Christian Youth Movement.

History was again created when Thirumeni brought women in the Church to the forefront giving approval
for inducting young women of the Church into the Youth League. To encourage their participation in Sunday worship,
Thirumeni issued an order allowing girls to read the Old Testament reading before the start of Qurbana.

Thirumeni was ahead of his times in every sense. He was instrumental in opening the Internet as a means
to connect to millions of Orthodox believers across the world in an attempt to clear their doubts on issues of faith,
Under his cheerful spirit and joyful face he always hid the pain and sorrow of his illness. Even in testing times, he
conveyed his views on raging social and moral issues such as homosexuality, attack on Christians and need for world
peace. As a strenuous worker of peace and unity among all religions, all Christian denominations and other religions
condole the loss of a great soul. Together with them, each member of the Indian Orthodox Church join in this solemn

moment. An excerpt from Press release-Delhi Diocese
Posted in the orthodoxherald.com 20.11.2011
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AREA PRAYER MEETINGS

Date Time Area Address/ Venue
02.12.2011 4:30 PM. Riffa/ Sitra Mr. George T Ipe
Villa No: 541, Road: 3114
Al Hajjyat- Riffa- 931
Mob: 39452908, 17491819

02.12.2011 6:00 P.M. Church (South) Mr. A.V. George (Prakash)
Flat No: 14, Bldg No: 220,
Road No: 1111,Mob: 39442169

02.12.2011 6:30 PM. Church (North) Mr. Varghese Mathew Vaidyan (Leji)
Flat No: 12, Bldg No: 485,
Road No: 1118,Block: 311,
Mob: 39198389, 17242348

09.12.2011 7:30 PM. American Mission Mr. Babu John
Flat No:23 , Bldg No: 1470,
Road No: 623, Block: 306,
Mob: 33701801
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CROSSWORD (Bom The King of Kings ) 2
ACROSS A N N G I
03 City where Jesus was born - -

06 A Gift brought to jesus | |
08 A Gift brought to jesus

09 Mary's husband ° |

10 Jesus' mother

11 There was no room for

Mary & Joseph L[ | [ | L
at the
12 They visited Baby 1 e | ] | 5
Jesus
DOWN Dear Sunday School Students,
01 Caesar issued a decree Kindly send in your crossword answers to
that censes should be taken marian@stmarybahrain.com
02 They followed the star Names of those with the correct answers will
04 King who wanted to kill Jesus be published in the Jan 2012 Marian issue.

05 Jesus was bornin a

i Kindly Note: This is the last of the Crossword
07 City where Jesus grew up

Series in the Marian Kids Column

08 Peace on Earth and So please be sure that all you kids answer the
towards men same promptly.
10 A Gift brought to jesus o Thﬂﬁks,
13 Guiding light of the Magis Dipin Mathew (Editor)
Answers to Crossword (NOV) Correct Answers to Crossword (Nov)
mailed by
ACROSS DOWN
06 SARAI 01 SODOM TANIA SUSAN SHAJI
07 ABRAM 02 GOMORRAH  SAYANEL P SUNNY
08 REBEKAH 03 JACOB SNEHA P SUNNY
12 ISHMAEL 04 SARAH BINITA MARIAM GEORGE
15 CANAAN 83 ES‘I%‘E'T_E oy  RIYASUSANJACOB
10 ISAAC PRIYA ANN JACOB
0 WEILIRAL s e CHRIS ALEX LAJI
13 EASU KEVIN ALEX LAJI
14 LOT EBEL PHILIP
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'THE STORY OF SILENT NIGHT' S
Father Joseph Mohr sat at the old organ. His fingers stretched over the keys, forming the notes of a
chord. He took a deep breath and pressed down. Nothing. He lifted his fingers and tried again. Silence
echoed through the church.

Father Joseph shook his head. It was no use. The pipes were rusted, the bellows mildewed. The organ
had been wheezing and growing quieter for months, and Father Joseph had been hoping it would
hold together until the organ builder arrived to repair it in the spring. But now, on December 23,
1818, the organ had finally given out. St. Nicholas Church would have no music for Christmas.
Father Joseph sighed. Maybe a brisk walk would make him feel better. He pulled on his overcoat and
stepped out into the night. His white breath puffed out before him. Moonlight sparkled off the snow-
crusted trees and houses in the village of Oberndorf. Father Joseph crunched through the snowy
streets to the edge of the little Austrian town and climbed the path leading up the mountain.

From high above Oberndorf, Father Joseph watched the Salzach River ripple past St. Nicholas
Church. In the spring, when melting snow flowed down the mountains and the river swelled in its
banks, water lapped at the foundation of the church. It was moisture from the flooding river that had
caused the organ to mildew and rust.

Father Joseph looked out over the Austrian Alps. Stars shone above in the still and silent night.
Silent night? Father Joseph stopped. Of course! "Silent Night!" He had written a poem a few years
before, when he had first become a priest, and he had given it that very title. "Silent Night."

Father Joseph scrambled down the mountain. Suddenly he knew how to bring music to the church.
The next morning, Father Joseph set out on another walk. This time he carried his poem. And this
time he knew exactly where he was going -- to see his friend Franz Gruber, the organist for St.
Nicholas, who lived in the next village.

Franz Gruber was surprised to see the priest so far from home on Christmas Eve, and even more
surprised when Father Joseph handed him the poem.

That night Father Joseph and Franz Gruber stood at the altar of St. Nicholas Church. Father Joseph
held his guitar. He could see members of the congregation giving each other puzzled looks. They had
never heard a guitar played in church before, and certainly not during midnight mass on Christmas
Eve, the holiest night of the year.

Father Joseph picked out a few notes on the guitar, and he and Franz Gruber began to sing. Their two
voices rang out, joined by the church choir on the chorus. Franz Gruber's melody matched the
simplicity and honesty of Father Joseph's words.

When the last notes faded into the night, the congregation remained still for a moment, then began
to clap their hands. Applause filled the church. The villagers of Oberndorf loved the song! Father
Joseph's plan to bring music to St. Nicholas Church had worked.

A few months later, the organ builder arrived in Oberndorf and found the words and music to "Silent
Night" lying on the organ. The song enchanted him, and when he left, he took a copy of it with him.
The organ builder gave the song to two families of traveling singers who lived near his home. The
traveling singers performed "Silent Night" in concerts all over Europe, and soon the song spread
throughout the world.

Today, cathedral choirs and carolers from New York to New Zealand sing the simple song that was
first played in a mountain church in Austria on Christmas Eve nearly 200 years ago.

-- By Dick Smolinski (Complied for Marian Desk from the Internet)
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Announcement

Martyrdom of St. Thomas
20th Tuesday 7:00 PM Evening Prayer Followed by Rassa
21st Wednesday 6:15 PM Evening Prayer
7:00 PM Holy Qurbana, Special Prayer &
Nercha
Chistmas Service
24th Saturday 5:30 PM Evening prayer
6:30 PM-9:00 PM Holy Qurbana followed

by special service of Nativity.

ST.THOMAS ORTHODOX YOUTH MOVEMENT

[ St. Mary's Indian Qrthodox Cathedral 5%
. e FidBom 58, Manamg, Kiengdum of Baluain . el 105928050, Fux: 10208005 y*'-'
E-mall: ocymi@atmarybBahrain.com, Wak: www.almarybahrsl n.com

SMRUTHI AVWARD NITE &
GOLDEN JUBILEE EINALE

{StyThomasfAssaciation)
MUSICAL FEMENT LUE D B DA ST R NIGE R F DA
FAUAYA NLLE L H EN RSV ARIIL R S E R

] BAHRAIN KERALEEYA SAMAJAM
: FRIDAY 237 DECEMBER 2011 AT 4:30PM
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ST.THOMASPRAY FOR US
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